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'military career, and to perpetuate the Borgia dynasty. It
was an extraordinary plan: but, though it presented advan-
tages of high political value, it was opposed and shelved by
the Lord Alexander P.P. VI, whose behaviour to Cardi-
nal Cesare was never that of a father, but of a patron and
benefactor who patronized, and benefited, him for the sake
of another than himself. Yet, though the attitude of the
Pope to the Cardinal was one of lifelong distinct antipathy,
He set immense value on his advancement, and incurred
peril and made sacrifices to promote it. What was the
motive of conduct which presents such contradictory fea-
tures? Is it possible that Cardinal Cesare was the son of
Madonna Giovanna de' Catanei, not by Cardinal Rodrigo
de Lan^ol y Borja, but by the eternal rival of the last,
Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere? It is extremely possible
and extremely probable. Cardinal Rodrigo undoubtedly
had loved Madonna Giovanna very greatly since 1474. She
undoubtedly was the mother of Cardinal Cesare, who was
born in 1474. She had had relations with Cardinal Giuliano
before that. And Cardinal Rodrigo never acknowledged
the paternity of Cardinal Cesare, although he never denied
it. The theory, which lacks not some proof (to be given
in a proper place), would explain the unconquerable malice
of Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere towards the Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI, Who had deprived him of his mistress as
well as of the triregno, the object of his ultimate ambition;
and the loathing of the Pope's Holiness for His enemy's
bastard, whom He, at the same time held as a hostage to be
used against Cardinal Giuliano in an extremity, feared for
his incorrigible and antipathetic disposition, and advanced
and enriched for the love which He had borne to his
mother. That is the only rational explanation of certain
mysteries which, otherwise, remain inexplicable.
The proposal of Cardinal Cesare (detto Borgia) had
many recommendations. The lax and feeble government

